Youth Civic
Leadership Institute

For over 20 years, our Youth Civic Leadership Institute has brought over
1,000 rising high school seniors from across Kansas who were nominated by
their schools for a three-day, two-night Institute that features engaging
speakers, a visit to the Kansas State Capitol in Topeka to meet with state
legislators, collaborative activities, a recognition reception and dinner, and
more activities designed around civic engagement, leadership, and student
involvement - all while fostering appreciation for and involvement in public
service. Plus, students have the opportunity to stay in a residence hall at the
University of Kansas, supervised and mentored by college counselors and
the Institute’s director.

This endowed program is available free of charge thanks to the generous
support of Roland and Winona Rhodes.
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does the action lead to civilian voices being heard, it leads to new ideas as well as new policies being put into action. So the views of the people are represented in our government. It is important for American citizens to vote because it is a way for them to be heard. Our country has fought since the American Revolution for this right,

Why is it Important for American citizens to vote? Because, we don’t want a dictatorship, and the United States is a free country and everyone should have equal rights. Voting is a basic American duty. Not only

8
__n governing ourselves and making important decisions. We have the opportunity to vote, and we are one of the very few in the world who do. Not taking that opportunity would simply be a waste of our rights and opinions. Democracy can only be successful when it truly reflects the needs and attitudes of the people. This can o 2
5 ant all be about a group of people; it has to be about what everyone wants. It has to be what’ best for everyone, not favoring a group. It is important for people to vote so they are getting involved in the country. If no one voted we wouldn’t be able to elect our government officials. As we live in a democracy it is our privilg = mnm
y = Their vote is their voice and their voice is change and we need to appreciate that voice. If no one votes, people would vote themselves into office. Also, one vote can make a difference. Every American citizen should vote because voting allows people to have their voice heard. Each vote matters. Just look at the Republ & & S
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Youth Civic Leadership Institute 2026

Ayla Agayeva
Blue Valley North High School

Lakota Azure
Medicine Lodge Ir./Sr. High School

Noah Baker
Leavenworth Sr. High School

Deisy Banuelos De La Rosa
Valley Center High School

Aidric Bernd
Bishop Seabury Academy

Stella Berry
Washburn Rural High School

Jiya Bhakta
Skyline High School

Linnea Brian
Seaman High School

Lucien Brockhoff
Bishop Seabury Academy

Jessica Do
Pittsburg High School

Genesis Espinoza
Bishop Ward High School

Elijah Fox
Burrton Middle/High School

Austyn Forgy Frost
Topeka West High School

Thannya Garcia
Pittsburg High School

Gisele Geromel
Maize South High School

Silas Gonzalez
Field Kindley High School

Katie Hester
Cherryvale High School

Holden Holle
Salina High School South

Beau Jordan
Valley Center High School

Brynnlie Jung
Ottawa High School

Zoey Keitzer
Elk Valley High School

Tillie Keller
Troy High School

Katelyn Kelly
Maize South High School

Jessa Kibbe
Sabetha High School

Jacob Koch
Olathe West High School

Sara Valera Lopez-Pintor

Topeka High School

Malachi Lovell
Rose Hill High School

Kaitlin Mcllrath
Rose Hill High School

Grace Mendenhall
Leavenworth Sr. High School

Emily Molina Lopez
Bishop Ward High School

Karyme Moran
Pittsburg High School

Brody Morgan
Bonner Springs High School

Jackson Muckala
Pittsburg High School

Sadie Nguyen
Wichita South High School

Lucia Noll
Blue Valley North High School

ROBERT J. DOLE

INSTITUTE OF POLITICS

The University of Kansas

Chelsea Oparaiji

Lawrence High School

Reece Reichenberger
Independence High School

Angelo Reyna

Lawrence High School

Brody Rossman
Hoisington High School

Hayden Saunders
Northern Heights High School

Red Schechter
Chase County Ir./Sr. High School

Charles Henry Schneickert
Northern Heights High School

Sidney Schubarth
Sabetha High School

Julia Soloranzo
Field Kindley High School

Bentley Stockstill
Ottawa High School

Joshua Gustavo Victoriano
Lawrence Free State High School

Sarah Viele
Independence High School

Rowan Walter
Blue Valley North High School

Eden Watkins
Topeka High School

Brooklyn White
Olathe West High School

William Wiedwald
Topeka West High School

Grace Zelaya
Wichita South High School

Paul Zepps llI
Bonner Springs High School






