
1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arizona 
State 
University 
 

2020 Commitment to Active 
Participation in Our Democracy 

 

Draft - Last Updated 4/3/2020 



2 

Executive Summary 
 
Background 
ASU is a comprehensive public research university, measured not by whom it excludes, 
but by whom it includes and how they succeed; advancing research and discovery of 
public value; and assuming fundamental responsibility for the economic, social, cultural 
and overall health of the communities it serves. The ASU charter inspires the actions 
and intentions of the Associated Students of Arizona State University (ASASU). We 
believe Civic Engagement by the student body is a way for us to assume our 
fundamental responsibility to the community.  
 
Civic Engagement Coalition 
The ASU Civic Engagement Coalition, which is made up of student representatives from 
the main civic engagement focused organizations and entities at ASU, developed this 
action plan to build on the successes of our 2018 civic engagement efforts. Our aim for 
the 2020 presidential election is to increase voter registration, education, and 
participation across the entire university. This is particularly important after the success 
we saw in the 2016 presidential election and the 2018 midterm election. 
 
2016 Efforts 
The NSLVE report showed a 10.9 point change from 2012 (47.8%) to 2016 (58.7%) in 
our student voting rate, which is nearly 8 percentage points higher than the 2016 voting 
rate for all institutions (50.4%). In addition, ASU had a 8.6 point change from 2012 
(74.6%) to 2016 (83.2%) for our student registration rate, and a 6.6 point change from 
2012 (64.0%) to 2016 (70.6%) for the voting rate of registered students.  
 
2020 Action Plan 
For the 2020 Presidential Election, we utilized data from the last presidential election 
cycle as the baseline for setting our goals. The goals are: 

● To increase our 2016 Voting Rate by 21.3 points, from 58.7% to 80.0%. 
● To increase our 2016 Registration Rate by 6.8 points, from 83.2% to 90.0%. 
● To increase our 2016 Rate of Registered Students who Voted by 14.4 points, 

from 70.6% to 85.0% 
The action plan has already begun, as ASU’s Civic Engagement Coalition continues to 
meet monthly and has already started moving forward on plans. This plan will continue 
through the general election in November. In addition, we hope to do post-election 
events that help students see the importance of civic engagement beyond the election 
cycle. 
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Leadership 
 
Staff Leadership 
Elizabeth Rosenkrantz 
Institution: Arizona State University 
City/State: Tempe, Arizona 
Office: Associated Students of Arizona State University 
Email: ​Elizabeth.Rosenkrantz@asu.edu  
Phone: (480) 965-5720 
 
Alberto Olivas 
Institution: Arizona State University 
City/State: Tempe, Arizona 
Office: Congressman Ed Pastor Center for Politics & Public Service 
Email: ​Alberto.Olivas@asu.edu  
Phone: (602) 496-0947 
 
Jacqueline Sandoval 
Institution: Arizona State University 
City/State: Tempe, Arizona 
Office: Congressman Ed Pastor Center for Politics & Public Service 
Email: ​Jacqueline.Sandoval@asu.edu  
Phone: (602) 496-1080 
 
Michelle Lyons-Mayer 
Institution: Arizona State University 
City/State: Tempe, Arizona 
Office: ASU Memorial Union, Entrepreneurship and Service Initiatives 
Email: ​Michelle.Lyons-Mayer@asu.edu  
Phone: (480) 965-0256 
 
Kellie Cloud 
Institution: Arizona State University 
City/State: Tempe, Arizona 
Office: Educational Outreach and Student Services 
Email: ​Kellie.Cloud@asu.edu  
Phone: (480) 965-4304 
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Coalition Student Leadership 
Ayesha Ahsan, Civic Engagement Chair (‘19-’20) 
Changemaker Central 
 
Cyrus Commissariat, Lead Fellow (‘19-’20) 
Andrew Goodman Foundation 
 
Trey Leveque, Vice President of Policy (‘19-’20) 
Undergraduate Student Government - Tempe  
 
Rachel Caldwell, Government Affairs Director (‘19-’20) 
Undergraduate Student Government - Tempe  
 
Justin Heywood, Civic Engagement Director (‘19-’20) 
Undergraduate Student Government - Tempe  
 
Brooke Zanon, Policy Chair 
ASU March For Our Lives 
 
Maria Eller, Regional Organizing Director 
NextGen AZ 
 
Coalition Meetings 
Our coalition has met, and will continue to meet, on a biweekly basis throughout the 
academic school year 
 
Community Partners 
ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge, Arizona Secretary of State’s Office, ASU Alumni 
Association, ASU Office of Government and Community Engagement, Citizens Clean 
Elections Commission, Civic Nation, Maricopa County Recorder’s Office, School of 
Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership, TurboVote, When We All Vote 
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The Stakeholders 
 

 
Associated Students of Arizona State University (ASASU) 
ASASU is made up of the four Undergraduate Student Governments at the Downtown 
Phoenix campus, Polytechnic campus, Tempe campus and West campus; along with 
the Graduate and Professional Student Association. ASASU provides a number of 
student-run services and advocates for student initiatives including student wellness, 
campus safety, community outreach, civic engagement and ASU pride and traditions. 
ASASU also facilitates the distribution of funding from the student activity fee to clubs 
and organizations across ASU. ASASU voices students' concerns and interests at the 
University, local, state and national levels and provides students with experience and 
training through active political participation. 

 

 
Changemaker Central Arizona State University  
Established in 2011 as part of ASU’s distinction as an Ashoka U Campus, 
Changemaker Central is led by a Student Leadership Team and staffed by student 
“Change Agents”. Changemaker Central maintains a collaborative co-working space on 
each of ASU’s four campuses where like-minded students, faculty, and community 
members can come together to work on their projects, hold meetings, network, or meet 
community experts and mentors.  Change Agents help students connect with the vast 
array of entrepreneurship-related courses, programs and resources distributed 
throughout the University. Changemaker Central also delivers a portfolio of student-led 
university-wide programs that include the Community Action Grants, a seed-funding 
competition for early stage projects and ventures, and Devils in Disguise, a twenty year 
tradition and ASU’s largest day of student-led community service. 
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Congressman Ed Pastor Center for Politics & Public Service 
The Congressman Ed Pastor Center for Politics & Public Service is a student-centric 
hub of activity that promotes, publicizes, and encourages political engagement and 
public service among ASU students and the broader community. The center embodies 
ASU’s commitment to being an active agent of change, addressing society’s problems. 
Students can access resources such as scholarships, internships, seminars, and other 
leadership opportunities to further public service and civic engagement.  
 

Commitment 
 
At Arizona State University, there are a lot of different initiatives that administrators, 
faculty, and student organizations are doing to further the civic learning and democratic 
engagement across the university. The Associated Students of Arizona State 
University’s (ASASU) Council of Presidents (COP), which is comprised of the five 
elected Presidents from each of the student government organizations, have made civic 
engagement one of their top five priorities for the university. Under this priority, they 
have outlined a list of goals to help students form lifelong habits of social 
embeddedness through active participation in the community and political affairs. Some 
of the goals that are important to highlight include: 
 
Elections & Voting 

● Work with the County Recorder’s office to have ballot drop off bins for mail in 
ballots in a central location on all campuses 

● Have ballot centers on all four ASU campuses for state and federal elections 
● Provide transportation to polling locations during election season 
● Create a quality video regarding voter registration and voting to be embedded in 

the new student orientation curriculum 
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● Receive a University commitment to moving the Tempe ballot center to Sun Devil 
stadium or a better option than PV West 

● Provide training for ASU faculty and staff on how to register to vote (including 
student workers) 

● Advocate for no class on Election Day 
● Remind students to have their voter registration updated before students are able 

to register for classes 
 
University Initiatives & Recognition 

● Identify a professional staff position to take the lead on university wide, long term 
civic engagement initiatives 

● Develop a comprehensive university wide action plan to increase civic learning 
and receive a commitment from key faculty, staff, and student stakeholders 

● Work towards achieving a gold status for the Campus Democracy Project All In 
Challenge by increasing student voter turnout for local, state, and federal 
elections to 80% of eligible voters 

● Become a NASPA lead initiative institution in order to be recognized as a voter 
friendly campus 

 
Community Engagement 

● Increase relationships between students and ASU Police Departments through 
various outreach initiatives 

● Increase student, faculty, and staff participation in Devils in Disguise 
● Host and support nonpartisan political events centered around civic engagement, 

community building, and civil dialogue 
● Provide resources and information about the census such as forums, marketing, 

and a call to action to activate volunteers 
● Add census completion as a reminder on the MyASU to-do checklist the week 

leading up to April 1, 2020 
● Enhance Change the World to showcase student led initiatives and community 

involvement 
 
Student Government Participation 

● Include an ASASU link on all MyASU accounts 
● Increase student voter turnout for student government elections by adding 

ASASU elections as a priority task on MyASU 
 

Draft - Last Updated 4/3/2020 



8 

Landscape 
 
ASASU recognizes its role as the student body's representative and we are committed 
to 
maintaining channels of communication between students and the administration. 
 
Our efforts aim at voicing students' concerns and interests at local, state and national 
levels of government. ASASU also provides a means by which students can gain 
experience and training through active political participation. We provide a number of 
student-run services and advocate for student initiatives including campus environment, 
health and wellness, community outreach and special events. ASASU also facilitates 
the distribution of funding from the student activity fee to clubs and organizations. 
 
ASASU has outlined a civically engaged student body as a top priority. Although ASU is 
One University spread among four physical campuses, it is the duty and work of 
organizations on each campus to implement our shared goal. 
 
ASASU has identified a number of democracy challenges to tackle during the 2018 
Midterms. Further, ASASU has also outlined several long-term goals directed at 
creating a sustainable system of democratic engagement and education. Our actions 
and goals are rooted in a few simple, yet impactful values: 
 

1) ASASU not only upholds but lives by our fundamental responsibility to the 
community. 

2) ASASU, as a nonpartisan organization, advocates for the right of all students to 
cast a vote in their democracy as unobstructed and accessible as possible. 

3) ASASU promotes the idea democratic engagement is not limited to voting but 
also encompasses open dialogue among the student body as well as an active 
conversation with our elected representatives. 
 

As a governing body representative of both 60,000 undergraduate and 10,000 graduate 
students, we understand and know we cannot do this alone. Which is why partners and 
stakeholders across all four physical campuses are crucial. 
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Political Culture at ASU 
 
Outside the Classroom 
ASU has built an environment for students and faculty to engage in their democracy and 
with one another. On the student side, there are 75 registered political clubs that 
represent a wide spectrum of political thought. These political organizations organize 
and host events showcasing their beliefs and ideals. ASU and the Civic Engagement 
Coalition encourages these organizations to interact and continue an open dialogue to 
exchange and contrast beliefs. 
 

 
 
 
Inside the Classroom 
At the academic level, the university is home to the School of Politics and Global 
Studies, School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership, and the Watts College 
of Public Service and Public policy to name a few. Among those academic structures 
are countless majors dedicated toward building solutions to the country’s most pressing 
political and policy issues. 
 
Teaching some of those courses are current Arizona political figures such as: 
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Senator Kyrsten 
Sinema (D - AZ 9) 

 
 
 

State Senator Javan 
Mesnard (R - LD 17)

 
 

State Senator Sean 
Bowie (D - LD 18) 

 

Around Campus 
ASU facilitates an annual Social Embeddedness Conference where faculty and staff 
across the University exchanges ideas to become community engaged. There, faculty 
and staff covered crucial topics like civic engagement, community-centric research, and 
PreK-14 outreach Participants were able to engage in a variety of breakout sessions 
and workshops that are designed to coalesce the ASU network, share strategies for 
forging meaningful and mutually beneficial partnerships with the community, and to 
generate institutional dialogue about how to advance socially embedded research, 
teaching, student development and practice at ASU. 
 

Assessment - Current Work & Outcomes 
 
We submitted this assessment of our current work and outcomes as part of our Voter 
Friendly Campus designation following the 2018 Midterm Election. The assessment 
showed that we have a strong civic engagement base at ASU, but that we have room to 
grow in student participation and in coordinating unified efforts to engage students in the 
civic process. 
 
Since the submission of this assessment we have received our NSVLE report outlining 
a 22.5 point change from 2014 (19.0%) to 2018 (41.5%) in our student voting rate. In 
addition, ASU had a 32 point change from 2014 (27.3%) to 2018 (59.3%) for the voting 
rate of registered students. There are several points of concern that the NSLVE report 
highlighted, chief among which is the voting rates of several of the STEM majors for 
example Mathematics and Statistics students whose voting rate is 30.9% well below the 
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overall voting rate of the university. There must be significant efforts to reach out to 
these students as well as all eligible voters that are a part of the ASU community. This 
self-assessment and the results we received from the NSVLE report have informed the 
development of this Action Plan.  
 
Civic Engagement Coalition 
Our coalition meets on a regular basis biweekly and reevaluate the best time for the 
meetings on a semesterly basis. Since our coalition is very student driven we try as 
much as possible to be able to accommodate the schedules of the students that serve 
on the coalition. In the case that a student is not able to represent their organization at 
the table due to scheduling conflicts we make every effort possible to have a delegate 
from that organization at the table to represent them. 
 

 
Images: Sample pledge cards designed by the ASU Civic Engagement Coalition 
  
National Voter Registration Day 2019 
ASASU continued our annual commitment to voter registration and hosted an engaging 
day for the student body. There, ASASU presided over a tabling event where nearly all 
major political clubs and organizations could also engage students. The day began with 
Maricopa County Recorder, chief elections officer for Maricopa County, Adrian Fontes, 
giving a speech on the importance of the youth vote. In collaboration with Next Gen 
Arizona, we hosted a carnival filled with games and food (pizza, cotton candy, and 
popcorn). Students also had the chance to learn from 18 various political organizations 
and community groups about how to get involved outside of simply voting. Groups 
included the U.S. Census, Maricopa County Recorder's Office, Clean Elections, College 
Republicans, College Libertarians, Young Democrats, and many more. Approximately 
200-300 students attended. Two camera crews from local news stations as well as the 
State Press were in attendance to help inform students how to register to vote. 
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USG-T also partnered with 942 Crew to help students register to vote at a volleyball 
rivalry game against ASU. We designed 350 “Sun Devils Vote” t-shirts and gave them 
away at the game. Additionally, during the game we registered students to vote at both 
entrances to the game. During halftime at the game, we advertised the ASU TurboVote 
link and helped students register while in the stands by bringing around two iPads 
where they could register to vote online. 
 
The efforts of the Andrew Goodman Fellows for National Voter Registration Day began 
in the summer. The Lead Fellow partnered with the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
to train all Community Assistants to register their residents to vote. This partnership 
continued in the fall where fellows partnered with Community Assistants as well as the 
Undergraduate Student Government of Downtown to design unique stickers that 
celebrated voting for four different dorms on ASU’s campus. These stickers were then 
handed out at two of the dorms in The College at tabling events that happened 
throughout the day which included CAs as volunteers as well as staff from the USG-DT. 
The Secretary of State for Arizona, Katie Hobbs, celebrated NVRD at this event with the 
fellows and helped register residents to vote. The event was a success overall and 
fellows helped approximately 150 residents register to vote. 
 
Changemaker Central also set up a voter registration station in their office space in the 
Memorial Union, which is open to all of the ASU community. During National Voter 
Registration Day, that voter registration station was activated and students in the 
Memorial Union were invited to register to vote and update their voter registration. 
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Image #1: 2019 National Voter Registration Day event hosted by USG-Tempe 
Image #2: Andrew Goodman Fellows with Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs on 
National Voter Registration Day 
 
Dialogue on Campus 
Throughout the year, ASASU hosted events revolving around the idea of improving an 
open dialogue with one another and elected representatives. For example, the USG-T 
Civic Engagement Director hosted a “Presidential Preference Roundtable” with the 
Maricopa County Recorder to discuss the Presidential Preference Election. Recorder 
Fontes gave a presentation about the PPE and gave updates on what the Maricopa 
County Recorder’s office is planning to do over the next few years. We also had a 
facilitated conversations about the PPE which were centered around the following 
questions:  

● What barriers to participation do you think students may encounter in the 
Presidential Preference Election? 

● What resources do you think are necessary to overcome the barriers from 
question 1? 

● What would you consider a successful election? 
● What are some measurements you could use to determine a successful 

election? 
 

 
Image #1: 2019 Presidential Preference Roundtable with the Maricopa County Recorder 
Image #2: 2019 Town Hall Event with the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office 
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University Policy  
Often forgotten in the catch-all term of Civic Engagement, student involvement in 
University policy is a shared idea between students and the ASU administration. Every 
quarter, a USG on one of the campuses hosts a Student Forum with the President of 
ASU, Dr. Crow, where students can not only ask questions to the ASU President but 
also from Deans and administrative officials. 
 

 
Image #1: 2019 ASASU Student Forum with Dr. Crow Graphic (Host: West Campus) 
Image #2: 2020 ASASU Student Forum with Dr. Crow Graphic (Host: Tempe Campus) 
 
Annual ASU Day at the Capitol 
When the Arizona Legislature is in session during the spring semester, student leaders 
travel to the AZ Capitol. During the 34th annual ASU Day at the Capitol, students from 
various ASU schools and colleges, including the Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering, 
showcased their work for legislators at Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza, across from the 
Arizona Capitol building. The event gives students, professors and lawmakers an 
opportunity to connect with each other about the work being done within their districts. 
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Image: Sparky with Minority Leader Fernandez at ASU's Day at the Capitol 

 
Equitable Political Representation 
Near the end of the spring semester, ASASU organized and hosted the inaugural 
Women in Leadership dinner. This ballroom dinner event invited women political leaders 
from both sides of the aisle and at all levels of government to tell their story. Tempe 
Vice Mayor Lauren Kuby, Tempe Councilwoman Jennifer Adams, ASU Dean of 
Students Joanne Vogel, and Former USG-T President Nikki Tran told their stories of 
empowerment to encourage more women to run for office. 
 

 
Image: 2018 Women in Leadership Dinner Graphic 
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Changemaker Central Civic Engagement Grant 
Changemaker Central offers grants related to each of its four pillars, including Civic 
Engagement. This application and judging process for this grant is fully facilitated by 
students and student leaders dedicated to creating a culture of civic engagement both 
on and off-campus. Each Fall and Spring semester, ASU students have the opportunity 
to apply for funding for any projects related to civic engagement, including art activism, 
mentorship programs, educational initiatives, voter registration, civil dialogues, and so 
on. Changemaker Central can fund these projects up to $1500. The projects do not 
have to be nonpartisan and the issues that are being addressed through them are 
completely up to the students. In the two years that this grant has existed, 
Changemaker and its student leadership has given approximately $20,000 in funding to 
various student initiatives.  
 
Census 2020 - Complete the Count 
Every 10 years, the United States counts everyone living in the country, including 
college students. We have been working to make students informed that their response 
to the 2020 Census will help make sure communities across the nation are accurately 
funded and represented for the next decade. This includes congressional representation 
and funding for state colleges and universities, student loan programs, affordable 
housing and many other initiatives. By completing the Census form, individuals will 
contribute approximately $3,000 per year over the next ten years for these critical 
community resources. 
 
For students that live in on-campus student housing like a residence hall or Greek 
housing that are owned, leased, or managed by ASU, U.S. Census Bureau employees 
have also been working with representatives from the building to ensure that students 
are counted. We have also been doing a lot to promote Census Day on April 1st by 
promoting our centralized ASU link hosted on ASU Changemaker Central’s website:  
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Image: ASU Complete the Count 2020 Census Website Landing Page 

 

Barriers 
 
COVID-19  

● As the university is dealing with the COVID-19 virus, several challenges 
concerning student voting have arisen. The most pressing of which is how each 
of the stakeholders will plan for the upcoming school year given that most 
planning for the upcoming year has been diverted to dealing with the virus. 
Partnerships planned with University Housing, Athletics, and Marketing have 
been put on hold for the time being.  

 
Legislative Dynamics 

● The dynamics of the Arizona State Legislature are somewhat complicated in that 
some legislators do not believe that out of state students should take part in 
elections in Arizona. It is the university’s priority that every student of ASU is 
engaged in their democracy and voting wherever they are eligible. As such, all 
actions having to do with civic engagement must take into account the realities of 
the legislature. 
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Student Population  
● Most students at ASU do not remain at one address every year, as such, it is a 

constant struggle to remind students to update their voting records. Each and 
every year there must be a big push to remind students to update their voting 
address, this is especially relevant due to most students voting by mail. The 
stakeholders must endeavor to institutionalize different reminders to keep their 
registration up to date.  

 
Changing Elections Administrators 

● Elections in Maricopa County are operated by the Maricopa County Board of 
Elections which is in charge of election day and the Maricopa County Recorder 
who is in charge of early voting. Both entities are liable to change following 
elections as such all stakeholders must maintain these relationships.  

 
Challenges of a Large University 

● There are many benefits to the size of ASU, however, this can lead to different 
areas of ASU that are interested in doing this work becoming siloed and less 
effective due to a lack of communication. The civic engagement coalition has 
been very helpful in ensuring that all parties talk to one another, these efforts 
must be strengthened and continued.  

 

Our Goals 
 
When developing our goals, ASASU analyzed the data from the past Presidential and 
Midterm elections to find areas of growth. The general election data for 2016 
demonstrated marked improvements over 2012 and remains a point of pride for 
ASASU. In comparison to 2012, the 2016 voting rate improved by 11 points to nearly 
59% and the total registration rate jumped to 84%. Looking at the NSLVE report for the 
2018 midterm election, it outlines a 22.5 point change from 2014 (19.0%) to 2016 
(41.5%) in our student voting rate, which is nearly 2.4 percentage points higher than the 
2018 voting rate for all institutions (39.1%). In addition, ASU had a 0.3 point change 
from 2014 (69.6%) to 2018 (69.9%) for our student registration rate, and a 33 point 
change from 2014 (27.3%) to 2018 (59.3%) for the voting rate of registered students. 
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Short Term Goals 
1. Increased ASU TurboVote Link Usage 

a. One of our goals is to continue to utilize our ASU TurboVote link 
(asu.turbovote.org) to register students to vote across the university. 
During the 2019-2020 academic school year there were about 800 
students that registered to vote by organizations in the Civic Engagement 
Coalition. Our goal is to increase this 1,500 registered students by the end 
of 2020 in preparation for the 2020 Presidential Election. To do this we 
want to educate students on this resource and how groups on campus can 
use it to have voter registration drive competitions through personalised 
TurboVote links. We will also be implementing ASASU voter registration 
TurboVote banners outside of our Memorial Unions to promote the link 
and voter registration in general. 

2. Heightened Visibility on Campus Through Branding 
a. Over this past year through conversations we have had with other 

campuses about their Civic Engagement Coalitions we have realized that 
it is extremely important to unify our efforts through having cohesive 
branding. We have already taken steps during the 2019-2020 academic 
school year to create branded items such as pledge cards and stickers, 
but we want to expand this even further through other physical marketing 
across the university. This will help unify the civic engagement and voter 
registration efforts on social media between the organizations involved in 
the coalition. 

3. Improve Civic Engagement Activations at Large University-Wide Events 
a. The Civic Engagement Coalition has been able to get a lot of support over 

the past several years to increase our voter registration efforts at major 
university-wide events such as orientations, welcome week, and Change 
the World. For orientations we have been able to get support from our 
Educational Outreach and Student Services (EOSS) to have a video at 
orientation highlighting the importance of voting and we plan to continue to 
work with them on creating other marketing content and videos 
highlighting specific topics such as how international students can be 
civically engaged, what are the differences in registering to vote for 
in-state vs. out-of-state students, and many more. 

4. Strengthen our Partnerships with ASU Athletics 
a. Since partnering with the Tempe Undergraduate Student Government to 

create voting themed merchandise for a volleyball game in the fall, ASU 
athletics has expressed an interest in partnering for similar smaller 
sporting events as well as for larger basketball and football games. Our 
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goal will be to get our video highlighting the importance of voting in as 
many games as possible as well as working to engage athletic groups and 
organizations on how to be civically engaged.  

5. Increased Integration with ASU Housing 
a. The Andrew Goodman Fellows have built a successful pilot program with 

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences which has resulted in all of the 
CAs in The College being registered to vote which also in turn resulted in 
150 students registered in one day. The stakeholders will leverage this 
success to ensure that all CAs at ASU are trained to register their 
residents to vote.  

6. Elevated Collaboration with ASU Student Coalitions 
a. ASU Student Coalitions act as governing boards for all diversity oriented 

student organizations. Coalitions are a driving voice within Student 
Government; the seven coalitions promote and represent the voice of 
various cultures within the university. The Civic Engagement Coalition 
plans to work more with ASU Student Coalitions to integrate voter 
registration in their major events and increase awareness about civic 
engagement efforts at ASU. We plan to do this by working with the 
Council of Coalitions, which is the executive board with representation 
from each of the seven coalitions. 

7. Increase Participation Less-Engaged Majors and Colleges 
a. According to our own NSLVE 2016 data, the social sciences majorsand 

colleges voted at significantly higher rates. Our organization is committed 
to seeing as many students as possible are voting. Therefore, we are 
committed to working with our college council partners in preparing 
college specific voter education materials. For example, a document 
called “the reasons why STEM majors should vote and questions to ask” 
could contain where research dollars come from, or a document aimed at 
art students could inform them that the City of Tempe has an art tax where 
developers pay into a fund that is used to install works of art across the 
city. 

8. Finalize and Secure Permanent On-campus Ballot Box 
a. ASASU is committed to breaking down barriers that make it harder for 

students to vote and participate in their democracy. Although the Tempe 
campus has been deemed a countywide ballot center for the 2018 
Midterms, ASASU is working hard to ensure this is not a temporary 
distinction. The organization is advocating for a permanent on-campus 
ballot box which can be used during federal, statewide, city, and special 
elections. 
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9. Institutionalizing the Civic Engagement Coalition 
a. The Civic Engagement Coalition will be working with the Associated 

Students of Arizona State University's Council of Presidents to 
institutionalize the group by making it a University Board and Committee. 
University Boards and Committees constitute a branch of the Associated 
Students of ASU and are directly appointed by the ASASU Council of 
Presidents (COP). Each University Board and Committee is made up of 
members from each campus and shares reports and updates directly to 
their USG or GPSA President. This would allow for the Civic Engagement 
Coalition to receive more institutional support and resources to further our 
impact at ASU. 

 
Long Term Goals 
 

1. Centralized Area for Students to Learn about Civic Engagement 
a. Currently there are voter registration efforts that are being shared on 

websites across the university on the Ed Pastor Website, ASU 
Changemaker Central Website, and on the Associated Students of ASU 
website. One of our goals to help unify our efforts and to make sure that 
our messaging and branding are unified, as mentioned in one of our short 
term goals, is to have one centralized place on the ASU website where 
students can access everything civic engagement and voter registration. 
Several of the items that we plan to include on this are the ASU TurboVote 
link, highlighting civic engagement coalition leadership, what organizations 
are a part of the civic engagement coalition, a centralized place of all our 
collaborative events, ASU’s NSLVE reports, and ASU’s Action Plans. 

2. Start Implementing “Vote Early Day” Events and Initiatives 
a. Arizona’s robust early voting deserves to be celebrated, as such this 

action plan includes the goal of signing onto a new national event which is 
to take place on October 24th. It would work in a similar manner to 
National Voter Registration Day and include activations and other efforts 
to ensure that Arizona voters return their early ballots on time. To increase 
the participation and coverage on this event the ASU Civic Engagement 
Coalition will plan to work with university leadership and outside entities 
such as the Arizona Secretary of State's Office to promote this event. ASU 
has signed onto the inaugural year as a premier partner and will be 
expected to host a large day of activation event that engages 1000 
people, a separate action plan for this will be submitted to the organizing 
committee. 
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3. ASASU Organizational Wide Training 
a. The Sun Devil Leadership Council (SDLC) is representative of the 

university’s student leaders and it is crucial that all members of our 
organizations are trained in how to register students to vote. We strive to 
ensure that if a student asks a SDLC President/Executive Board Member 
for voter registration help, both can do so without hesitation. 

4. Continue Signature Political Events 
a. ASASU remains committed to continuing our longstanding political and 

policy events. During election years, ASASU hosts and plans events like 
National Voter Registration Day, ASU Day at the Capitol, and 
policy-centric speakers. We both value and understand the positive impact 
these types of events have on increasing civic engagement on campus. 

 

Strategy 
 
Voter Registration 
 

● TurboVote 
○ This tremendous resource, provided by the Ed Pastor Center ensures that 

voter registration can take place at ASU in a secure and confidential 
manner. Perks of this software include the ability to follow up with students 
once registered as well as the ability to register students in all 50 states. 
As such, all voter registration strategies should take full advantage of this 
resource. The Ed Pastor Center has the ability to create individual links for 
different organizations which enables the university as well as the entity 
doing the registering to keep track of all the good work that is happening.  

● Voter Registration at Orientation 
○ In the past achieving this goal has proven elusive due to the sheer number 

of registrations that happen in preparation for each new class. The 
solution to this problem is as follows, to shoot a video with ASU marketing 
that encourages students to register to vote and also provides resources 
to ensure this takes place.  

● National Voter Registration Day 
○ NVRD in 2019 was a very huge success owing to the network of 

collaborations that ensured many different voices were celebrated and 
engaged on this day. In successive years this event should continue to be 
a signature event for those doing civic engagement. Many organizations 
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buy-in to the importance of the day which helps increase the importance 
and ensure that many different voices are represented.  

● Faculty Involvement 
○ Stakeholders must endeavor to engage the faculty of ASU in these 

discussions as they are natural allies in this work. This goal is especially 
relevant given that a key part of this strategy involves engaging academic 
disciplines that are not as active in the civic engagement space.  

● Increasing Availability of Information 
○ Currently, there are many areas of campus doing this work well but doing 

a very poor job of communicating with one another and with the general 
student body population in a cohesive and unified manner. As such, the 
coalition has created the goal of centralizing the many resources available 
to students in a singular portal.  

 
Voter Education 
 

● ASU Day at the Capitol 
○ As mentioned previously, each year when the Arizona Legislature is in 

session during the spring semester student leaders travel to the AZ 
Capitol to celebrate ASU Day at the Capitol. This is a great opportunity for 
students from various ASU schools and colleges to showcase their work 
for legislators and gives students, professors and lawmakers an 
opportunity to connect with each other about the work being done within 
their districts. The Civic Engagement Coalition would like to expand voter 
education at this event in the future by expanding the opportunity for 
students to become more engaged with the Arizona State Legislators. 

● ASU Voter Information Website 
○ As shared as one of our long-term goals, there are currently voter 

registration efforts that are being shared on websites across the university 
on the Ed Pastor Website, ASU Changemaker Central Website, and on 
the Associated Students of ASU websites. The Civic Engagement 
Coalition hopes to unify some of these voter education resources in one 
centralized place on the ASU website where students can access 
everything civic engagement and voter registration. Several of the items 
that we plan to include on this are the ASU TurboVote link, highlighting 
civic engagement coalition leadership, what organizations are a part of the 
civic engagement coalition, a centralized place of all our collaborative 
events, ASU’s NSLVE reports, and ASU’s Action Plans. 
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● University Mass Email 
○ ASU’s President Dr. Crow sent out a message in March of 2020 talking 

about how 2020 is an election year and voting is one way to participate in 
our democracy and make our voices heard. In the email he shared some 
tools with students on how to register to vote and some of the key dates in 
2020. The Civic Engagement Coalition, with the support of other university 
entities, hope to have additional messaging sent out as the 2020 
Presidential Election gets closer also promoting tools and resources such 
as the ASU TurboVote link. 

● Voter Information Flyers by Maricopa County Recorder’s Office 
○ The Associated Students of ASU have been working with the Maricopa 

County Recorder’s Office a lot more during the 2019-2020 academic 
school year to plan roundtables, town halls, and other education events. 
One of the resources that they have been working on is a simplified and 
engaging flyer for students that outlines how to register to vote. The 
Associated Students of ASU and the Civic Engagement Coalition hope to 
use this final product to promote it on our social media platforms as well 
as have it as a resource for students at events.  

 
Voter Participation 
 

● University Mass Email/Targeted Emailing/Election Engagement Strategy  
○ As mentioned as one of our long-term goals, the Civic Engagement 

Coalition, with the support of other university entities, hope to have 
additional messaging sent out as the 2020 Presidential Election gets 
closer also promoting tools and resources such as the ASU TurboVote 
link. 

● Flyer Distribution  
○ The Associated Students of ASU have been working with the Maricopa 

County Recorder’s Office on some flyers for students and the Civic 
Engagement Coalition hopes to use this final product to promote it on the 
social media platforms for the organizations involved as well as have it as 
a resource for students at university-wide events like Welcome Week and 
Change the World. 

● Social Media  
○ Social media is a platform that all of the clubs and organizations involved 

in the Civic Engagement Coalition use to promote civic engagement and 
to register students to vote. We plan to create toolkits and have more of 
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the groups across the university use some of the cohesive branding that 
we are using to create content to unify our efforts at ASU. 

● Breakfast with Legislators 
○ This event is a staple of the ASU Andrew Goodman Foundation Team, 

which is housed in the Pastor Center for Politics. Each of ASU’s 
campuses are located in different legislative districts and to engage and 
educate students on the distinct and unique local races they’ll be voting in, 
we will be hosting “Breakfast with Legislator” events on each campus to 
provide them with the opportunity to meet their candidates and ask any 
questions that they may have.  

● Early Voting  
○ As we approach the 2020 Presidential Election we plan to participate in 

the launch of Vote Early Day, the first national holiday designed to help all 
eligible voters learn about their voting options and celebrate the act of 
voting early. For this we are currently looking at what partnership level we 
want to select, but we believe this will be an amazing opportunity to 
increase some activations around early voting efforts. To increase the 
participation and coverage on this event the ASU Civic Engagement 
Coalition will plan to work with university leadership and outside entities 
such as the Arizona Secretary of State's Office to promote this event. 

● Election Day  
○ For the 2020 Presidential Election we plan to work with all the 

stakeholders within and outside of the Civic Engagement Coalition to to 
host a collaborative Party at the Polls event. ASU is still finalizing where 
our closest polling sites will be for each campus, but for the Tempe 
location it will either be at the Sun Devil Stadium or the Sun Devil Fitness 
Center Gym. We will be hosting this collaborative event to promote civic 
engagement and voter turnout in the election. 

● Election Results Watch Party 
○ Another activation that we are looking at providing to students is an 

election results watch party. This is something that other civically engaged 
organizations have hosted in the past and we would like to partner with 
them to be able to market them to students so we can increase civil 
dialogue and conversations around the time of the election.  

 

Calendar of Events 
 

● August 19-23, 2019 - ASU Move-in Day Voter Registration 
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● August 19-23, 2019 - ASU Welcome Back Events 
○ Ex. Culturefest, Rainbow Welcome, and Summerset Fest 

● September 5, 2019 - ASU Community Safety Walk 
○ Student leaders and ASU administration walk off-campus housing to 

welcome back students and encourage citizenship and a connection to 
community. 

● September 24, 2019 - National Voter Registration Day Event 
● September 23-27, 2019 - Civic Engagement Week  
● October 19, 2019 - We the Voters Conference with Clean Elections 
● November 25, 2019 - Presidential Preference Election Roundtable with the 

Maricopa County Recorder 
● January 23, 2020 - Voter Registration Training by Maricopa County Recorder's 

Office 
● February 5, 2020 - Voter Registration Training by Maricopa County Recorder's 

Office 
● February 11, 2020 - ASU Day at the Capitol 
● February 15, 2020 - Presidential Preference Election Town Hall with the 

Maricopa County Recorder 
● February 18, 2020 - Last day to register to Vote for Presidential Preference 

Election 
● March 10, 2020 - On Campus Early Primary Voting BEGINS 
● March 11, 2020 - On Campus Early Primary Voting 
● March 12, 2020 - On Campus Early Primary Voting 
● March 13, 2020 - On Campus Early Primary Voting ENDS 
● March 17, 2020 - Party at the Polls 
● March 17, 2020 - Presidential Preference Election Voting 
● March 19, 2020 - Women in Leadership Dinner 
● April 1, 2020 - Census Day 
● May through August - New Student Orientation Voter Registration 
● August 17-21, 2020 - ASU Move-in Day Voter Registration 
● August 17-21, 2020 - ASU Welcome Back Events 

○ Ex. Culturefest, Rainbow Welcome, and Summerset Fest 
● September 6, 2020 - ASU Community Safety Walk 

○ Student leaders and ASU administration walk off-campus housing to 
welcome back students and encourage citizenship and a connection to 
community. 

● September 22, 2020 - National Voter Registration Day Event 
● October 6, 2020 - Last day to register to Vote for Presidential Election 
● October 24, 2020 - Early Vote Day Event 
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● October 28, 2020 - On Campus Early Voting BEGINS 
● October 29, 2020 - On Campus Early Voting 
● October 30, 2020 - On Campus Early Voting ENDS 
● November 3, 2020 - Party at the Polls 
● November 3, 2020 - Election Day 
● November 3, 2020 - Election Day Results Watch Party 

 

Reporting 
 
This plan will be shared with all members of the ASU Civic Engagement Coalition, 
posted on the website of Associated Students of Arizona State University (ASASU) and 
incorporated into reports to upper administration. We will also share the NSLVE 
data/report on the Associated Students of Arizona State University (ASASU)  website. 
Where applicable, we also plan to share updates and information through the social 
media channels of the organizations involved with the ASU Civic Engagement Coalition 
and official University news outlets such as the ASU website and State Press. 
 

Evaluation 
 
We would like to know if our civic engagement efforts are effective in increasing student 
participation in the areas of voter registration, education, and participation. As a team 
we would also like the evaluation to give us information that will help us continue to 
improve student civic engagement, build stronger coordination for civic engagement 
efforts, and help us advocate for this work to ensure that civic engagement and voting is 
a University-wide priority that is supported with some institutional resources. 
 
The ASU Civic Engagement Coalition core team, composed of ASASU, Ed Pastor 
Center and Changemaker Central leadership, will lead the evaluation process, building 
on what we have already started. We will continue to consider attendance at 
events/programs/early voting, implement evaluations at events, and work with NSLVE 
and our local elections board to get data on numbers for comparison to previous years. 
We plan to gather information throughout the process, and make adjustments to 
programming and outreach based on the data that we receive. We will also do an 
overall evaluation with all data after the 2020 elections, and use this data along with the 
information we receive in our next NSLVE report to evaluate our success in meeting the 
goals we have set out in this plan. 
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We will share the information gathered through the coalition members, reports to upper 
administration, and social media and University news outlets as appropriate. 
 

Contact 
 
For more information or follow-up regarding the ASU Democratic Engagement Plan 
please reach out to ASASU Assistant Director Elizabeth Rosenkrantz 
(Elizabeth.Rosenkrantz@asu.edu or 480-965-5720) who is the campus primary contact 
for the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge. 
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